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1 Introduction

This paper discusses quantitative bounds on the convergence rates of Markov chains with gen-
eral state space, under conditions implying subgeometric ergodicity. Our conditions make the
present results of great interest for real applications, such as those requiring uniform-in-6 er-
godicity for a family of kernels {FPy : # € ©}. This question arises in different fields of applied
probability. In recent works, such a uniform-in-6 behavior was assumed to study convergence of
adaptive Markov Chain Monte-Carlo algorithms (see [1] (resp. [14]) where quantitative bounds
for geometric ergodicity (resp. geometric and subgeometric ergodicity) are required).

Let {®,, :n >0} be a Markov chain on a general state space X equipped with a countably
generated o-field B(X). We consider convergence of the iterates of the transition kernel P to
a stationary distribution, when convergence is in total variation norm and in f-norm as well.
For a measurable function f : X — [1,00), define the f-norm of a (signed) measure v as
SUPg |g|<f |v(g)]. The total variation norm corresponds to the f-norm when f is the constant
function f = 1 and is denoted by || - ||rv. A t-irreducible and aperiodic transition kernel that
possesses an invariant probability distribution 7 is ergodic :

VeeX,  lm||P"(z, )~ n()lry = 0.

When 7(f) < oo for some measurable function f > 1, then convergence occurs in f-norm and
the kernel is said f-ergodic. If this convergence occurs at a rate r = {r(n) : n > 0} for some
non-decreasing sequence of positive real numbers, the kernel is (f,r)-ergodic. Two classes of
rate functions are considered in the literature : the first one concerns the geometric sequence
r(n) = k™ for some k > 1; the second one concerns the subgeometric sequence such that
0 < liminf, r(n)/7(n) < limsup, r(n)/7(n) < co where 7 is a rate sequence with the property
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log7(n)/n | 0. This class includes polynomial sequences r(n) o< n®, k > 0, logarithmic sequences
r(n) ~ log(n)® and sub-exponential sequences Inr(n) o< n® for some 0 < k < 1 (see [19] for a
precise definition of these rates and a list of elementary properties).

Sufficient conditions were proposed to determine the rate and the norm of convergence of a
transition kernel to its stationary distribution. Most of them are related to the recurrence of
special sets called small set : C is a m-small set (or simply small set) for the kernel P if there
exist m > 1, € > 0 and a probability measure v on X such that

P™(x,:) > ev(-), Vx € C.

A first condition is couched in terms of existence of (f,r)-modulated moments of the return-
times to small sets[20], a condition called (f,r)-regularity. This condition is quite difficult to
check in practice and Tuominen and Tweedie proposed powerful equivalent tools, based on drift
inequalities on the form PV <V — y + bl¢ where 1 < y <V are measurable functions and b is
a finite constant [20]. They show that this inequality yields the control of modulated moments,
and conversely, that modulated moments are the minimal solutions (in a sense to precise, see
[20, 12]). More recently, it was proved that the way in which x and V are related determines
the rate of convergence r and the f-norm in which convergence occurs : if y is the constant
function 1, then the chain is ergodic [12, Chater 14]; x = AV for some A < 1 yields geometric
rates [12, Chater 15] in V-norm and y = ¢(V') for some concave function ¢ yields subgeometric
ergodicity [3] at a rate r that has to be balanced with the function f (the larger the rate, the
weaker the norm, and conversely).

Quantitative bounds of convergence for geometrically ergodic kernels were extensively ad-
dressed : in that case, it provides an explicit expression of the rate x > 1 and makes explicit the
dependence of the bounds in the initial value of the chain. Different approaches were proposed
based on renewal theory, coupling theory, --- (see [11, 16, 15, 6, 7, 4, 2]). Quantitative bounds
of convergence for subgeometrically ergodic kernels were first addressed by Fort [6] (see also Fort
and Moulines [8] for the polynomial case); two approaches were considered : the renewal one
and the coupling one. New developments on subgeometric ergodicity [3] incited new interest in
explicit control of ergodicity. [5] build explicit bounds by using the coupling approach. In the
present work, we synthesize and (slightly) improve the work by Fort [6] by taking into account
recent results [3]. Our approach is based on coupling. Comparison of the present contribution
to that of [5] is part of this paper.

We provide an expression of a rate function r = {r(n) : n > 0} and a bound By(r, f; A\, \)
such that
> r(n) /A(dw)x(dﬂﬁ/) 1P (2, ) = P"(, )y < Ba(r, f3 A, X), (1.1)
where A\, \ are probability measures on X. We also exhibit a rate function » = {r(n) :n > 0},
a function By : X x X — R1 and a finite constant R such that

sup  sup  Ba(z,2')"! r(n) |[P"(z,) = P"(2', )l < R
n o (z,x')eXxX



and

lim r(n) /)\(dm))\'(dx’) |P"(z, ) — P2, )|y =0 (1.2)

for any probability measures A, A" such that [ A(dz)XN (da')Ba(z,2’) < oo. To that goal, we
formulate sufficient conditions for subgeometric ergodicity couched in terms of a drift inequality
on the form

PV (z) <V(x) —¢oV(x)+ble(x), (1.3)

where C is a m-small set and ¢ is a concave function. We express B, B, the rate r and the
constant R in terms of the quantities appearing in the assumptions. These assumptions are
more general than what is generally done in the literature since the drift condition is relative to
P while the minorization condition is relative to P™, m > 1. Our results improve and complete
earlier works [6]. In [6], two techniques are considered : the first one relies on the renewal theory
and the upper bounds By (r, f; A\, \') and Ba(x,2) are expressed in terms of modulated moments
of the return-time to C, up to a multiplicative constant the construction of which is omitted [6,
Chapter 3]. The second approach relies on the construction of a coupling time; quantitative
bounds are derived under nested drift conditions that make the exposition quite obscure [6,
Chapter 4]. The single drift condition (1.3) now allows an easier and more pedagogical con-
struction of these bounds. For this second approach, a minorization condition of ¢ o V' outside
C was required [6, Condition H4] and [7, Eq. (50)]: this condition can be relaxed as observed
by G.O. Roberts and J.S. Rosenthal and this is done in the present work.

The present work confirms earlier results ([20, Theorem 4.2], [3, Theorem 2.8]) : these contribu-
tions claim that for a i-irreducible aperiodic transition kernel that satisfies the drift inequality
(1.3) outside a small set C, the series (1.1) is finite and the limit (1.2) holds for any couple
(r, f) where r = Wi(r4) and f = Wa(p o V); (¥1,¥s) is a pair of inverse Young functions and
the rate r4 depends on ¢. The present work covers this family of couple (r, f) and in that
sense, confirms earlier work [6, 7]. It is more precise since it provides explicit control of this con-
vergence ; our computable bounds improve and /or generalize earlier works on that topic [6, 7, 5].

The originality and the main over-value of the present computations is that we compute
a bound by assuming (a) a drift condition verified for the kernel P and (b) a minorization
condition for some m-iterated of the kernel. Usually (Cf. most of the references above for the
geometric case and [5] for the subgeometric case), the drift and the minorization conditions are
both with respect to the same m-iterated of the kernel, while extensions to the general case are
left to the interested reader. The present form of the assumptions is directly related to what
we are able to prove in practice (see the examples in [19, 18, 3] for example). The construction
of the bounds relies on the coupling technique : the rate of convergence in f-norm is related
to the existence of moments for the coupling time 7" of a bivariate process and to the (f,1)-
modulated moments of T'. We provide three kinds of bounds : we first express By and By in
terms of modulated moments of the coupling time of a bivariate process (Section 4.2.2). We
then express these controls in terms of the first-time the bivariate process enters some coupling
set (Section 4.2.1). These moments are easily controlled by a drift condition with respect to the
bivariate process ; we show how to obtain this ”bivariate” drift condition from a “single” drift



condition on the kernel P. This yields the third level of explicit control (Section 3.1). While
explicit, these controls are quite unappealing : for pedagogical purposes, we only list in Section 3
the terms on which the constants depend. The exact definition of the bounds in terms of these
constants can be retrieved from Section 4.

In this contribution, the coupling time is related to the first time two independent copies of the
Markov Chain enter the same set. More general coupling time can be built, as done in [4] to
derive explicit bounds for geometric ergodicity. Nevertheless, the technique presently derived
can be easily adapted to the coupling of any bivariate process ; the details are thus omitted.
In addition, a drift condition for a (general) bivariate process is quite difficult to check in prac-
tice, except when this bivariate process is related to two independent copies (see the examples
in [15, 4] for the geometric case) thus justifying that we restrict our attention to the case of
independent copies.

The paper is organized as follows : we first set the conditions under which the bounds are
derived. The main results are stated in Section 3 : polynomial ergodicity is first addressed
for pedagogical purposes (Section 3.2), and general rates are then considered (Section 3.3) ; in
Section 3.4, we compare our results to earlier works on that topic. The proofs are postponed in
Section 4.



2 Hypotheses and definitions

Let {®,, : n > 0} be a X-valued Markov chain with transition kernel P on (X, B(X)). We assume
that X is a topological metric space and B(X) stands for the Borel o-field.

Denote by Py (resp. E,) the probability (resp. the expectation) on the canonical space for the
chain with initial distribution A; here P, E, stands for Ps,,Es, , where §, is the point mass in
x. Let F = {F,, :n > 0} be the natural filtration of the process.

The bounds are derived assuming the following conditions are satisfied :

A1 some subgeometric drift condition outside a small set C :

(i) There exist a measurable function V' : X — [1,400), a concave monotone nonde-
creasing differentiable function ¢ : [1,+00) — R such that lim; .. ¢'(t) = 0, a set
C € B(X) and a non negative constant b such that

PV (z) <V(x)—¢oV(x)+ble(x), Vo e X, (2.1)

and sup;>; ¢(t) > b.

(ii) C is a t-small set with minorizing constant €, and minorizing probability distribution
v.

A2 some boundedness conditions : sup, V < oo and v(V) < oo.

A3 the transition kernel P is aperiodic.

The drift condition (2.1) introduced by [3] is related to f-ergodicity at a subgeometric rate,
for a large range of functions 1 < f < ¢ oV [3, Theorem 2.8.]. It generalizes the Jarner and
Roberts drift condition where ¢(v) o< cv'=® for some 0 < o < 1 that guarantees f-ergodicity at
a polynomial rate ([9]; see also [8]). As commented in [3], the differentiability of ¢ is assumed
for convenience but it can be relaxed since a concave function has non-increasing left and right
derivatives everywhere. t — ¢'(t) is non-increasing and converges to ¢ ; the case ¢ > 0 cor-
responds to ergodicity at a geometric rate, thus explaining our condition lim; ., ¢'(t) = 0 [3,
Remark 1].

Since ¢ is concave, we have for all 1 < a < b,

b(a+b) — dla) — o(b) < —2 <¢(b) _ ¢(“)> <. (2.2)

“b—a b a

This results from the inequality ¢(a + b) < [(b(a) + (t— a)%} g In addition, since
t=a+

limy ¢; | 0, the function t — ¢(t)/t is decreasing and tends to zero as t tends to infinity.
Therefore, there exist positive real numbers vy, vo satisfying the following conditions :



e v > supe V and ¢(v1) — b > 0 where b is given by Al(i).

R (qs(vz) _ ¢<v1>> +b<0.

V2 —V1 V2 1

Define D = {z € X : V(x) < vy}, a set which contains C. As proved in the following para-
graph, under the stated assumptions, D is an accessible m-small set with minorizing probability
distribution v (the same measure v as in A 1(ii))
dm>1,e>0, Va € D, P"(x,-) > ev().
We will give an explicit control of the f-ergodicity in terms of ¢, b, m, €, v(V) and

supp V' = vy. Before going further, we comment the consequences of the assumptions Al to A3
and give a sufficient condition for establishing A3 when A1-A2 holds.

We first prove that A1-A2 imply -irreducibility and positive Harris-recurrence of the tran-
sition kernel. We then show that combined with a minorization condition of ¢ oV on C, A1-A2
imply A3. We finally establish the smallness property of the level sets {V < v} of the drift
function V.

Proposition 2.1. Under A1-2, C and D are accessible, P is -irreducible, positive Harris-
recurrent and possesses an invariant measure w such that m(¢p o V') < oo.

Proof. Define the return-time to C, 7¢ by
e=inf{n>1 :d, € C}.

From [12, Proposition 11.3.4], P, (7¢ < co) = 1 for all z in the set {V' < oo}. Since {V < 0o} =X,
C is accessible. Since C C D, D is accessible. Let A € B(X) be such that v(A) > 0;

Po(14 < 00) =Pp(1400™ < 00,7¢ < 0)
> ingpx(TA < 00)P,(1¢ < 00) > €v(A)P,(1e < 00) > 0,
xe

thus establishing that v is an irreducibility measure for the kernel. Since sup, V' < oo and C is an
accessible small set, P is positive Harris-recurrent [12, Theorem 11.3.4.], and 7(¢po V') < oo [12,
Theorem 14.3.7]. O

Aperiodicity of the transition kernel is required for a positive Harris-recurrent kernel to be
ergodic. To prove A3, one can show that the chain is strongly aperiodic i.e. the chain possesses
a vq-small set A such that v4(A) > 0. We also have the following sufficient condition.

Lemma 2.2. Assume A1-2. If there exists 0 < a < 1 such that $oV > (1 —a)~'b on C¢, the
transition kernel is aperiodic.



Proof. From A1(i) and the definition of a, we have
PV(z) + PV (z)) V(z)+ V(@) —a(poV(z)+doV(z)) +2blexe(z,2), (2.3)

<
< V(z)+ V(') = 2a9(1) + 2b1cxe(z, 2');

the proof is along the same lines as the proof of [8, Proposition 7] and is omitted. Since
{V < 400} = X, we deduce from (2.4) and [12, Proposition 11.3.4] that the time 7 when a
chain with transition kernel P® P (i.e. two independent copies of a chain with kernel P) started
at (z,2') € X x X enters C x C is finite almost-surely. The proof is by contradiction : assume that
the kernel P is periodic of period d > 1 and let Dy, --- , Dy be the d-cycle [12, Theorem 5.4.4 |. v
is non-trivial and there exists an element, say Dy such that v(Dg) > 0 : the smallness property
and the definition of a d-cycle both imply that up to a -null set, C C Dy_, moaq- Hence, the
bivariate process started from (z,2’) € Dy x Dg never reach C X C, which contradicts the property
that Tj is finite almost-surely, whatever the initial values of the bivariate process. O

In many applications, one is able to prove the drift condition Al(i) outside a level set
C = {V < ¢}, with a drift function V' such that its level sets are small. Hence, the drift
inequality still holds by substituting C for the level set {V < ¢+ v} whatever v > 0 (V, ¢ and b
are unchanged). In that case, Lemma 2.2 implies the condition A3.
Under A1-2, aperiodicity implies that the level sets of V' are petite, so that V is said unbounded
off petite set. C € B(X) is said vp-petite if there exist a distribution b = {b(n) : n > 0} on N,
a probability measure v on B(X) and a constant € > 0 such that

> b(n) P'(x,) = ep(),  VzeC. (2.5)

Proposition 2.3. Assume A1-A2. Then V is unbounded off petite set. If in addition A3 holds,
the level set {V < w} is small with minorizing probability measure v.

Proof. Consider the level set {z € X : V(z) < v} for some v > 1. For all N large enough, it
holds

Zn:aN «6,(n) P"(z,") > % (1- %) v(-),  Vre{V <}, (2.6)

where axb denotes the convolution of the two sequences a, b, and ay is the uniform distribution
on {1,--- ,N}. The proof is similar to that of [12, Lemma 11.3.7] and is omitted.

The smallness property of the level set and the expression of the minorizing probability measure
result from [12, Theorem 5.5.5 and Theorem 5.5.7]. O

3 Main results

The construction of the explicit upper bounds relies on coupling theory : we need to control
modulated moments of the coupling time of a bivariate process where each component is a copy



- in a sense to precise - of the original chain. We claim the main results in this section and
postpone the proofs to Section 4. The definition of the bounds thus requires some notations
related to the behavior of two independent copies of a Markov chain with transition kernel P
(Section 3.1).

For pedagogical purposes, we start with the polynomial case (Section 3.2) and then provide
explicit controls for general subgeometric rate (Section 3.3).

3.1 Notations

Our bounds are related to the (f,r)-modulated moments of the time T when two independent
copies of a Markov chain with transition kernel P enters D x D. Proposition 3.1 below is cru-
cial since it makes explicit the dependence of these moments on the constants appearing in the
assumptions.

Let fELﬂ be the expectation on the canonical space associated to two independent copies
{(®,,®),) :n >0} of a Markov chain with transition kernel P and initial distribution (z,z").
Define

A=DxD and To = inf{n >0 : (®,,P)) € A};

set
tods

i ols)
The assumptions on ¢ (see Al) imply that r, belongs to the class of the subgeometric rate
functions ([3, Lemma 2.3]).

re(n) =¢o H *(n) = (H ') (n), n >0, where H(t)

Proposition 3.1. Assume A1(i) and A2. Then
PV(z)+ PV(z) <V(z)+ V(2') — ¢ (V(z) + V(') + 2b1pxp(z,2'). (3.1)
Therefore, for all (x,2') ¢ A,

To—1
I_Ea:,x’ [Z T¢(k)

k=0

<V(z)+ V(2.

To—1
By o [Z AV (@) + V(@)Y | < V(@) + V().

k=0

Proof. The drift inequality yields

PV(z)+ PV(2") <V(z)+ V(2') — ¢ (V(z) + V(') + 2b1pxp(z,2') + E(z, 2')

E(x,2')=¢ (V(x) + V(m')) —goV(x)— oV (x)+blexpe(z,2’) + blpexe(x, ).



By (2.2), for (z,2') ¢ D x D, Z(x,2") < 0 which proves the lemma for (z,2) € [D x D]°. Let
(v,2") € Cx D¢ : E(z,2') < A <¢(U2) — ¢>(v1)) + b which is negative by definition of v; and

— v2—U1 V2 v1

v9. This concludes the proof of (3.1). The control of the modulated moments results from (3.1),
[3, Proposition 2.1] and [12, Proposition 11.3.2]. O

Define the residual kernel

Ry(w,dy) = (1= e)™" (P"(x,dy) — evpn(dy)1p(z)), (3.2)

which is, under the smallness property of D, a transition kernel on (X, B(X)).

3.2 Explicit bounds for polynomial ergodicity

In this section, we assume that ¢(v) = cv'~® for some ¢ > 0 and 0 < o < 1. Hence, (2.1) gets
PV(z) <V(z)—cV(z)"*+blo(z), VreX, (3.3)

This drift condition has been first proposed by Jarner and Roberts [9]; the authors proved that
any -irreducible and aperiodic transition kernel satisfying (3.3) with respect to a small set C,
possesses an invariant probability measure 7 such that m(V1=%) < oo and for all 1 < x < 1/a,
T € X,

lim (n + D 1P (2, ) — 7() ly1-ra = 0. (3.4)

They also established that this allows the control of modulated moments of the return-time
to the set C ([9, Proof of Theorem 3.6]) so that, by applying the results by Tuominen and
Tweedie [20, Theorem 4.2], it holds

St 1yt / A(dz)N (da) [P (&,-) = P™(a', ) [y1-se < o0, (3.5)

n>0

for any probability measures (A, \') such that

Tc—1 Tc—1
EA[Z@H)“W“&(%) +Ev | > (k+ 1) VI (@) | < oo
k=0 k=0

We are able to make these results more precise : in (3.4), we explicit the dependence upon
the initial point x and in (3.5), we give the dependence of an upper bound in terms of the
constants and functions appearing in the assumptions A1-A2.

Theorem 3.2. Assume AI1-A3 with ¢(v) = cv'=® for some ¢ > 0 and 0 < o < 1. For all
1 < k < 1/a, there exists a finite constant Ry depends upon a,c,b,e,m,v(V), supp V and k



such that for all (z,2') € X x X

Y (k+ 1) P, ) = PR’ ) viere

k>0
- To—1 - To—1 )
SRe+Bew | D ¢{V(@) + V(@) +Eow | Y (k+1)” ‘1]-
k=0 k=0

An exact expression of the constant R, can be tracked from the proof postponed in Section 4.
By Proposition 3.1, we thus have the following corollary ;

Corollary 3.3. Assume A1-A3 with ¢(v) = cv'=® for some ¢ > 0 and 0 < o < 1. Let
1 <k <1/a. There ezists a finite constant R, depending upon o, c,b,e,m,v(V),suppV and k
such that

sup  (V(z)+ V(alc/))f1 Z (k+ 1)~ 1 ||P*(z, ) — PR/, ) ||y1-ne < Rs.
(z,x")eXxX k>0

Theorem 3.2 provides optimal controls : for some V!=**-norm, it exhibits the largest rate
such that the series can be controlled by (V(z) 4V (2')). Nevertheless, the dependence upon the
initial values weakens when considering lower rates. Jarner and Roberts established that if Al
holds with ¢ o V oc V=% then a continuum of conditions on the form (2.1) are verified. More
precisely, for all 0 <n < 1,

PVI(z) < V(x) — neV10 (@) + DM (),
(see [9, Lemma 3.5]). The next proposition can be proved along the same lines as Theorem 3.2,
by replacing V' with V", ¢ with en and b by b7 for n =1 — (k — 1)av.

Proposition 3.4. Assume AI-A3 with ¢p(v) = cv'~® for some 0 < a < 1 and some positive
constant ¢. For alll < k < al and all 0 <1 < (k — 1), there exists a finite constant Ry,
depending only on o, c,b,e,m,v(V),supp V and k,l such that

~1
sup (Vlfla(x) + Vlfla(x/)> Z (k4 1) 0| PR, ) — PR, ) |lyimna < R, .
(z,2")eXxX k>0
We conclude this section by considering controls of the limit (3.4).

Theorem 3.5. Assume AI-A8 with ¢(v) = cv'™ for some 0 < o < 1 and some positive
constant ¢. For alll1 <k <a ' and all1 <1<k,

(k + 1)1 /)\(dm))\’(dm’) |P*(z,) — PR, ) |[y1ona = 0,

lim
k—o0
for any probability measures (A, \') on X such that N(V'71®) + X (V=@) < oo. Furthermore,
there exists a finite constant R, ; depending only on o, c,b,e,m,v(V),supp V and k,l such that

—1
sup  sup <V1_l°‘(az) n vl—la(x')) (k+ 1) |Pk(2, ) — PP, )|[y1-na < Ry
k>0 (z,2)eXxX

10



Under the stated assumptions w(¢o V') < oo (Proposition 2.1) and Theorem 3.5 claims that
for all A such that A(¢o V) < oo, limy (k4 1)"1 ||AP* —7||1-sa = 0, thus confirming the known
result (3.4).

3.3 Explicit bounds for subgeometric ergodicity

Let Z be the set of pairs of inverse Young functions, augmented with the pairs (Id, 1) and (1,1d)
where Id stands for the identity function and 1 denotes the constant function equal to one. For
all (U1,Wy) € Z, and all (x,y),

(@)U (x) < a4y, (3.6)

(see [10, Chapter 1]). This inequality will prove crucial in following development : the idea is
that if one is able to control moments of the form E [}~ _(74(k)] and E, [> ;¢ o V(Py)] then
we control modulated moments

E, | Y Wilrg(k)) Wa(do V)(®h) |,
k=0

where W; ory is a subgeometric rate function provided lim¢ ¢'(¢) = 0 ([3, Lemma 2.3]). [3] proved
that any t-irreducible and aperiodic transition kernel satisfying (2.1) with respect to a small
set C, possesses an invariant probability measure 7 such that w(¢(V)) < oo and for any pair
(Uy,¥9) €T

lim ¥ (rs(n) [|P" () 7Ol (gor) = 0. (37)

They also established
S W) [ AN (@) [P ) = P o) < 35)
n>0

for any probability measures (A, ') such that \(V)) + X (V) < oo [3, Theorem 2.8]. Here again,
we are able to make these results more precise.

Theorem 3.6. Assume A1-A3. There exists a finite constant R depending upon ¢,b,e,m,v(V),
and supp V' such that for all (¥1,¥s) € T and all (z,2') € X x X,

> Wi (rg(k) 1P () = PH(a’ )l (gov)

k>0
To—1 To—1
<R+ Emw/ Z ¢{V((I)k) + V(‘I)%)} + Ex,x’ [Z T¢(k)] :
k=0 k=0

An explicit expression of R can be tracked from the proof of the theorem postponed in
Section 4. Theorem 3.6 corroborates [20, Theorem 4.2] and [3, Proposition 2.5 and Theorem

11



2.8] and gives an explicit control of the convergence. By Proposition 3.1, there exists a constant
R depending upon ¢,b,e,m,v(V) and supp V such that

Y Wi (rg(R)) [IP*(2,-) = PR’ ) lwy(govy < RV (2) + V().
k>0

As in the polynomial case, a simple drift inequality provides an infinity of drift conditions :
for a concave and differentiable function ¢ : [1,00) — RT, the Jensen inequality implies

P(poV)(x) <doV(z)—¢ oV(z) ¢oV(x)+db)le(z).

This inequality can in turn be plugged in the above analysis, thus providing new explicit controls
with weaker dependence in the initial conditions. We do not pursue further the details of the
computations since they can be derived following the same steps as in the polynomial case.
We conclude this section by the analogous of Theorem 3.5 for general subgeometric rate.

Theorem 3.7. Assume A1-AS3. Then for all (¥1,Vy) €T
kILH;O\I’1 (rs(k)) |AP* — X P*|ly,(g0v) =0

for any probability measures (\,X') on X such that [ ANdz)N (dz')¢ (V(z) + V(2')) < oo. Fur-
thermore, there exists a finite constant R depending only on ¢,b,e, m,v(V),supp V such that

sup - sup  {o V() + V(2)} " Wi (rg(k)) |P*(z,) = P*(@’,)lwsgovy < R.
k>0 (x,2")eXxX

3.4 Earlier works on computational bounds for subgeometric ergodicity

Under the stated assumptions, [3, Proposition 2.6] implies that the chain is (Vq(ry), Ua(¢po V))-
regular and any probability measure A such that A(V) < oo is (W1(r4), ¥a(¢poV))-regular ([20]).

e Tuominen and Tweedie (1994): In [20], it is proved that for all x in a set that contains
{2 € X,V(z) < oo}, limg y (rg(R)) |[P(z,) — 7llys(oov) = 0 and

Z‘I’l ro(k)) [IAP* — X P¥|lg,(g01) < o0 (3.9)

for any probability measures A, A’ such that A(V)+ X (V) < co. Our theorems 3.6 and 3.7 imply
these results.

e Fort (2001); Fort and Moulines (2003): In [6, Chapter 3], the dependence in A, \ in the
right hand side of (3.9) is given ; it is equal to

Tc—1

Z Wy (rg(k)) Wa(g o V) ()

Tc—1

E Z‘I’l rg(k)) Wa(hp o V)(®1)| + Ex
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which is in turn upper-bounded by

Te—1 Tc—1 Tc—1 Tc—1
E)\ Z 7“¢(k) —i—E)\/ Z 7“¢(/€) —i—E)\ Z(¢OV)(‘I>k) +E)\/ Z((bOV)((I)k) s
k=0 k=0 k=0 k=0

(due to the Young’s inequality). The Comparison Theorem [12] and [3, Proposition 2.1] es-
tablish that these moments are upper bounded by V(x) + V(2’). Hence Theorem 3.6 yields a
larger dependence in the initial values than the one in [6, Theorems 3.1 and 3.2]. We think
that these bounds are equivalent i.e. we postulate that V' can be assumed to be equal to
E, [ ;‘:01 Uy (r4(k)) Ua(g o V)(@k)] on C¢. This could be the case if one is able to prove that,
given C and ¢, the minimal pointwise solution to the drift inequality (2.1) is the function U
given by U(z) = E, {22‘201 Uy (r4(k)) Ua(g o U)(@k)] on C® and U =1 on C. Unfortunately,
this is, to our best knowledge, an open question.

In [6, Chapter 4] and in [8], explicit bounds for subgeometric ergodicity are derived (with a
special emphasis on the polynomial case). These bounds are derived under a drift condition
relative to the transition kernel P, a minorization condition relative to the m-iterated P™, and
a condition on the behavior of the functions appearing in the drift inequality, outside some
small set. This last condition makes the set of conditions by [6, 8] more restrictive than what
we assume in the present contribution. The results we obtain here slightly improve the results
by [6] in terms of the f-norm and the rate of convergence we are able to control (see for example
the polynomial case above and the results detailed in [6, Section 4.3.7]). Finally, the technique
used in this contribution is far more explicit and simple: hence, explicit bounds can be retrieved
from the computations detailed in Section 4, in a far easier way that what is proposed in [6, 8].

e Douc et al. (2003) Their work generalizes the coupling construction as done in [4]. In
that sense, their work is more general. Their assumptions are more restrictive than what we
assume in this paper, since the minorization condition and the drift condition are both relative
to the l-iterated of the kernel, thus limiting the range of applications. Finally, the results given
by Theorems 3.6 and 3.7 are better than the results given by [5, Theorem 4.4., Theorem 4.5]:
for a given rate Wi(pry(k)), where 0 < p < 1, they are able to control the series and the
limits in f-norm where f ~ Wy((1 — p)(¢ o V)). We can compare the results as follows : for
a given control in V(x) + V(a) for the series, and in A(V') + X (V) for the limit, they provide
a control of convergence in total variation norm and in f-norm at a rate Wi(rg(k)) for any
function f ~ Wa((1 — p)¢ o V) where Uy (pry(k)) ~ Wq(ry(k)); since p < 1 and (1 — p) < 1,
Us((1 — p)poV) << Wy(po V). We provide a control of convergence in Wy(¢h o V)-norm at a
rate Wy (rq(k)).

13



4 Proofs

4.1 The coupling technique

The coupling technique is a powerful tool to derive quantitative bounds for ergodicity. The
existence of a small set D allows the construction of a (X x X x {0, 1})-valued Markovian process
{(®y, @], d,) :n >0} on some canonical probability space endowed with the probability Pm@’,o-
Roughly speaking, the process is built as follows : run two independent copies (®,,®!,) of the
Markov chain, till the first time Tj they are in A and set the bell variable d,, equal to 0. When
the bivariate process is in A,

e with probability €, set d,,;1 = 1 and draw ®,,1.1 = ®;, | ~ v(-); for the future, set d,, =1
and force the coupling of the bivariate process by setting ®,, 11 = @], | ~ P(®p;-);

e with probability (1 — ¢€), set d,+1 = 0 and draw independently ®,11 ~ R,,(®,,-) and
), 1 ~ Ry(®),,-); for the future, repeat the mechanism above : run two independent
Markov chains till they hit A and couple or not the bivariate process with probability e.

When m = 1, this process satisfies the key property

E:v,:v’,(] [f(q)n)] = Pnf(x)v E$7m/,0 [f(q);z)] - Pnf(x,) (4'1)
for all n >0, (z,2') € X, f > 0; and ®,, = &/, on the set {d,, = 1}. When m > 1, this property
no longer holds due to the gap of size m inserted each time the bivariate process enters A.
The coupling construction has to be adapted and a companion process has to be introduced
as described in [8, page 86] (see also [7]). The resulting process {(®,,®),,d,) :n > 0} with
probability (resp. expectation) denoted by 1@171/,0 (resp. I~Em7m/,0) on the canonical space is no
longer a Markov process but the key property (4.1) holds. By construction, the coupling time
which is materialized by the first time the bell variable is set to 1, is equal to T} + m for some
(random) j, where Tj corresponds to an hitting time on A; more precisely, define the stopping-
times {7} :j > 0} - with respect to the natural filtration F = {F, :n > 0} of the companion
process as follows :

To = inf{n > 0,(®,,®,) € A},  T;j=Too i 1Tm 4T, 1 j>1, (4.2)

where 6 is the shift operator. Then the coupling time 7 is defined by T' = inf{n > 0,d,, = 1}
and by construction of the bell variable, we have,

Em,m/,o [{f((I)n) - f(q);z)}lTﬁn] =0. (4'3)

Before embarking on the proofs, we list some properties of the process on which the proofs below
are based : P, ./ o-a.s.,

{dg =0} ={d; = 0,1 < q}, {dy =1} ={d =11 > q}; (4.4)
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and, on the set {d7; =0}, j >0
Py <T =T+ m|ﬁT],> = Paao (de+m - 1|ﬁT].> — ¢, (4.5)

z,z’,0 _f(q)Tj-i-ka q)lTj—l—k)|’7_~—Tj] = /Pk(q)TJ’dy)Pk((I)//T],dyl)f(y,y/), Vi<k<m-— 1, (46)

=

Em,m/,o _f((I)Tj-l—ma (IDITj-f—m)lde_,_mZO‘ﬁTj} = (1 - 6) / Rm((I)Tjady)Rm(q)’{Tj?dy/) f(yvy/)a (47)

Esa0 fo 0Tj+m‘ﬁTj+m:| = IE3c1>TJ.+m,<I> olf] (4.8)

!
Tj+m’

Finally, from time 1 to Ty and from time T +m + 1 to T}, the uncoupled bivariate process is
drawn as two independent copies of P; hence, for all measurable functions fi > 0, we have on
the set {dr;1m =0}, j > —1,

Tjt1 To
Em,m/,o H fk(q)kJrTjerv (I);ngTjer)’ij—I—m - E<I>Tj+m,¢}j+m [H fk(‘I)k, q);c)] ) (4'9)
k=1 k=1
where by convention T_; = —m.

We conclude this short exposition by showing that under the stated assumptions, the random
times {7} :j > 0} and the coupling time T" are finite almost surely.

Proposition 4.1. Assume A1. Then for all (z,2') € X x X, j >0, ]f”x,x',o (Tj < o0) =1 and

P$7$/70(T < OO) =1.

Proof. The proof is by induction. By Proposition 3.1 and (4.9),

Px,x’,O (TO < OO) = Pm,x’,o (TO < OO) =L

Assume that for j > 0, P, /o (Tj < 00) = 1; by (4.2), (4.8) and Proposition 3.1,

Px,x’,o (7}‘+1 < OO) = ED$7$/’O (TO o HTjer < 00,7} < OO)

= @171/,0 (EDQ’Tjerv‘I)/Tjer’O (TO < OO)> =1.

By (4.5), Py o(T < 00) = 32550 Pawro(T =Tj+m) = e iso(l —¢)) = 1. O

4.2 Proofs of Theorems 3.2 to 3.7
4.2.1 Preliminary lemmas

Define

M= (1—¢€) sup /Rm(x,dy)Rm(l“/,dyl)Ey,yCO
(z,2")eA

To+m
> %(k‘)] :

k=0
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which is finite under A1-3 (see Remark 1 below).
T 1s a subgeometric sequence : there exist finite constants ¢y, c, such that

cyTg(n) < rg(n) < Eofp(n),  Vn >0,

where 74 is a non-decreasing positive sequence, 7y > 2 and log 74(n)/n is non-increasing and
tends to zero as m tends to infinity. By [17, Lemmas 1, 2], there exist finite positive constants
0, N, v such that

—(1+8)(1—¢)+Ms<1,

n

Tg(n) <6y 7y(k), foralln > N

k=0
n+n’ n’
Z Tg(k) < (1 +9) Zﬁb(k‘) +7, foralln < N and n/ > 0.
k=0 k=0

~ T—1 B To+m—1
Ex 2.0 [Z ’I“¢(TL)] < _qux,x’,O [ Z f¢(k3) + R
n=0 k=0

where

M 1+e
p>+0¢ 3 M’y.
p €

Furthermore, there exist a finite constant R depending only on ¢ such that

T—1
Ex,x’,(] [T¢>(T)] < R ¢ (Ex,x’,O [Z 7“(;5(77,)]) . (4.10)

n=0
Remark 1. Tt is easily verified that for (z,2') € A,
B To+m—1 m—1
S ST ) S
k=0 k=0

while for (z,2") € A°, by using the properties of the sequences 7, Eq. (4.9) and Proposition 3.1,

~ To+m—1 m To—1
Eowo| D f¢(k)] < ot {1 +cy! Zm,(k)} Eoao| Y f¢(k)]
k=0 = k=0
< {1—|—C¢IZT¢ } z)+V(a')}.
=¢ k=1
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Define
To+m—1

M= (1—¢) sup /R (2, dy) R (2, dy) xxlol Z oV (P —|—V(‘1>')}]

which is finite under A1-3 (see Remark 2 below).
Lemma 4.3. Assume A1-3. Then for all (z,z') € X x X

To+m—1
Z¢{V +V(<I>’)}] gIF:x,x/,o[ Z AV (®n) + V(D)) }| +¢ M.

mm/O

Remark 2. Tt is easily verified by (4.6) and [12, Proposition 11.3.2] that for (z,2') € A,

To+m—1
Eqg a0 [ Z HV(®,) +V(®),)}| < V(x)+ V(') + 2mb,

and for (x,2’) € A° by (4.6), (4.9), Proposition 3.1 and [12, Proposition 11.3.2]

To—1

To+m—1

<V(x)+ V() + 2(s111)p V + mb).

+ 2(sup V + mb)
D

Define M = M, V My V Ms where

My = sup ¢{V(z)+V(z')},
(z,x")eA

W= s / PE(z, dy) P (o dy )6V () + V(1))

Mz =(1-¢) sup /Rm(%’dy)Rm(I',dy')qj Vi +Vv(E)),
(z,x")EA

which is finite under A1-3 (see Remark 3 below).
Lemma 4.4. Assume A1-3. For all (z,2') € X x X,
o0 [0V (®n) + V(@) ron] < Eoaro [6{V(®n) + V() rsn] +€ M. (411)
For any probability measures (A, \') on X such that [ A(dz)N (dz")¢ (V(z) + V(2')) < oo,
lim Ex o [o{V(®n) + V(2))} 175n] = 0. (4.12)

Remark 3. For (z,2') € A, the first term in the right hand side of (4.11) is zero. For (z,2") € A°,
by Jensen inequality,

E$,$,,O [¢{V((I)n) + V((I);m)}]-To>n] < E$,$,,O [¢{(V((I)n) + V(q)ln))lTo>n v 1}]
< B0 [V(Pn) + V(@) 1ny5n + 1]} < 6{V(2) + V(2')} + 6(1).
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4.2.2 Conclusion

Theorem 3.2 (resp. Theorem 3.5) deduces from Theorem 3.6 (resp. Theorem 3.7) by choosing
Uy(z) = (z/p)P and Vy(x) = (x/(1 — p))'~P for some 0 < p < 1, or (¥y,¥y) = (Id, 1) or
(\III,\II2) = (151d)

For all n > 0, (z,2") € X and |f]| < WUy(do V),

Ui (rg(n) [P f(x) = P f(2")] = Wi(rg(n)) [Eparo [{f(®n) — F(2, )}]‘
< ‘I’1(T¢>(TL)) Em,m/,O Hf q)n) - f((bn) | 1T>n]

< Ui(rg(n) Boaro [{Ta(d 0 V)(®n) + Ua(d o V(D)) rsy]
< 2B, 00 [16(0)1rsn] + 2B, o0 [${V (@) + V(D)) 170] (4.13)

by using (4.1), (4.3) and (3.6). This yields

> Wilrg(n) [P"f(z) — P f (")

n>0
T-1
2 {meo [Z ro(n)
n=0

Theorem 3.6 now follows from Lemmas 4.2 and 4.3, and Remarks 1-2 where the two terms of
the right hand side in (4.14) are considered in turn.

For Theorem 3.7, we consider in turn the two terms in the right hand side of (4.13). By
Lemma 4.2, Remark 3 and the dominated convergence theorem, lim,, E, .o [rg(n) 17s,] for all
(z,2'), and by (4.10),

+Emm/0

Z AV (D) + V(P )}] } . (4.14)

sup sup {¢ (V )}7 :13:1:’0 [16(n) 175y < 00.
n(za')
Hence, using again the dominated convergence theorem, lim, INE)\J\/,O [r(n) 17>,] = 0 for all

(A, X) such that [ A(dz)N (dz")¢ (V(z) + V(a')) < co. The second term in the right hand side
of (4.13) tends to zero by Lemma 4.4.

4.2.3 Proof of the lemmas

Proof of Lemma 4.2 (i) Define Ry(n) = ;_,7¢(k), n > 0. By [19, Lemma 1], 74(n+m) <
T¢(n)7y(m) so that Ry(n +m) < Ry(n) + 7y(n)Rey(m). We write

Eo00 [Ro(T = 1)] = Eq a0 [Rg(To +m — 1) Lp—14m

+ ZEJ»‘JCO [Rtb(Tn +m — 1) 1r=r, +m)
n>1

18



Consider the general term of the sum : by (4.2), (4.7) and (4.8), for n > 1,

m 2,0 [R¢>(T +m — 1)1T Tn—f—m] < Em 2,0 [R(b( n—1 T m)lT Tn—l—m]
+E, 20 [Fo(To1 + m)Ry(m — 1+ To 0 07 ™ 1y, 4]
<Ky o [Re(Tro1 +m) sty 1m] + M Ey g [Fg(Tne1 4+ m)Lr>1, 1 4m)] -

Define for n > 1,

aw,x’(n) = E; 2’0 [R¢( n—1+ m)1T>Tn+m] 5
b$7$/(n) = Ew,x’,o [7“¢(Tn 1+ m)lTZTnfl'f'm] .

We have (the proof is detailed in [13, Lemma 3.1] and is omitted for brevity)

1 M
b, . < / < —_— b.. .
Z z,x (n) — Z A,z (n) 0) + c Z z,x (n)
n>1 n>1 n>1
Hence,
= - 76 (0)
E:v,:v’,O [R¢(T — 1)] < E:v,:v’,O [R¢(T0 +m — 1)] + c 1—c¢ + 1 + E

) 1+e
<

(ii) By definition of 74, there exists R such that sup,, 74(n){o(>p—p r¢(/<:))} R . The result

follows from (7).

Proof of Lemma 4.3 We write

To+m—1
m 2’0 Z ¢{V + V((I)I )}] = E:}:,x’,O [ Z ¢{V + V(Q)/ )}
T]+1+m71
D Bawo| D V(@) +V@)Iro1, i
7>0 n=_T;+m

We consider the general term of the sum, hereafter denoted by s, ,/(j) : for j > 0, by (4.8)

Tj+1+m,1

Sac,x’(j) = Ex,x’,O Ex,a:’,o Z ¢{V((I)n) + V(q)In)H]:Tjer lde+m:0
n=T;+m

To+m—1

IE(I)Tj-wm T +mo0 [ Z (b{v + V((p/ )}] 1de+m:0] :

= Em,m/,o

Eq. (4.7) yields sg,/(j) < I@)x,x/70(de:0) M = (1 —€)7M. Hence, > is05z,a(J) < e 'M.
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Proof of Lemma 4.4 (i) We use the decomposition

{T>n}={n<Toy Ul J{Ty <n < Tj1,drysm =0}.
Jj=0

so that

Em,m’,o [@{V((I)n) + V((I);L)}]-T>n] = Em,m’,o [@{V(‘I)n) + V(q)lrz)}10<n<T0]

+ Z Ex,x’,o [¢{V((I)n) + V(¢;L)}1Tj §n<Tj+1,T>n] .
j=0

Hereafter, denote by s, ,/(j) the general term of the series. We prove that for all j > 0, s, ,/(j) <
M(1—¢)l. Let j > 0; by definition of T, {Tj <n < Tj+m,n < T} ={T; <n < Tj+m,dr; =0}
so that

By o [0V (@0) + V(@) gmnron] < B By (dr, =0) <M (- eV (415)
By (4.6),
Epar0 [${V(®n) + V(@)1 1 1<natysmrsn] < Mo Pyg (dp, =0) < M (1—¢)f.  (4.16)
Upon noting that {n = T; +m,n < T} = {n =T; +m,dr,y,m = 0}, (4.4) and (4.7) yield
Ey 20 [6{V(®,) + V(@) M=, 4m,15n| < M3 P, 20 (dr, =0) < M (1—¢).

Finally, since {Tj +m <n <Tjy1,n <T} ={Tj+m < n < Tjy1,dr;1m = 0}, we have by using
(4.8), Jensen inequality and the drift inequality (3.1)
E$7$,70 [(b{v(@n) + V(q);)}lTj+m<n<Tj+1,T>n]
< Ex,x’,O [¢ <Em,m/,0 {{V((I)n) + V((I)In)}]-Tj—i—m<n<Tj+1 ‘ﬁTj—f—m} \ 1) 1de+m=0]

< Boro [0 (V@D em) + V(P 1)) Lar, im0 | < My Baarg (dr, = 0) = M (1 - ).
(ii) For the proof of (4.12), we use the decomposition

{T>n}:{n<T0+m}UU{1}+m§n<1}+1+m,de+m:0}.
=0

Define for all n,j > 0,

ayn(n,j) = (1 =€) TExn 0 [6{V(Pn) + V() M1y s m<net; +m, 0]

where T_; +m = 0; we have to prove that lim, > ,~y(1 — €)7ax x(n,j) = 0 which will be done
by repeated applications of the dominated convergence theorem.

We first establish that lim, ay y(n,0) = 0. From Proposition 3.1 and (4.6), we have for all
(x,2") € X x X, ¥, 50 @z (n,0) < oo which implies that lim,, az 5/ (n,0) = 0. In addition, from
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(4.15)-(4.16), az /(n,0) < ¢ (V(x) 4+ V(2')) which is A ® N-integrable by assumptions. By the
dominated convergence theorem, it follows that lim,, ay y(n,0) = 0.

Let j > 1; following the same lines as in the proof of (4.11), we have SUp;>1 SUP,, @)\ (n,j) < M.
Furthermore,

ary(n,j) = (1 =€) By E%ﬁm,@;ﬁm,o [V (D) + V(2) nctym,15n] 1de+m:0]

and as done above for ay y/(n,0), the dominated convergence theorem gives lim, a) x(n,j) =
0. We write >~ (1 — €)7 ayn(n,j) = (1 —€)e 'Elay n(n,v)] where the expectation is with
respect to v, a geometric random variable with success probability ¢ and independent of the
process {(®,,®!,d,) : n > 0}. Using again the dominated convergence theorem, we have
lim, E[ay y/(n,v)] = 0, and this concludes the proof.
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